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When schooling your horse never forget to:(from Common
Sense Horsemanship, by the author)

a)Be tactful. Don’t ask anything while the horse is upset;
for teaching the horse a new movement choose a moment when
he is in a cooperative mood. Always be the sympathetic teacher
and not the conqueror of a brute beast.

b)Be patient. Try every means of explaining to the horse
what you want of him. When the horse refuses to obey your orders
the doubt should flash through your mind—“perhaps I did not
explain clearly enough to him what I wanted.” You must learn
the horse’s language.

¢c)Be moderate.Never forget to consider the horse’s mental
and physical fatigue;, every lesson is a step in the gradual develop-
ment of the horse, and every lesson must be only slightly more
difficult than the preceding one.

d)Be analytical. When resistance is encountered try to de-
termine its causes;perhaps a certain day is an “off day "for the

horsejor some of his muscles hurt after too much of any one



exercise on the previous day;s;or possibly he merely does not con-

centratesor he is really ill, eteccEach of these conditions will
require different action on your part. Get in the habit, after
dismounting, of reviewing the lesson in your mind.

e )Bc persistent. If your analysis leads you to believe that
there are no legitimate causes for the horse to misunderstand or
to resist you, then coolly but stubbornly insist on the execution of
what you wish.

f)Be grateful. Give the horse frequent restsinever fail to
reward him either with patting or with soothing words or a rest
or a bit of something tasty, each time he cooperates; particularly
when learning new lessons.

g)Be just. Never punish a horse merely because you are
irritated;if necessary, punish severely at times, but never in anger.
If on a certain day you feel generally angry with your horse, then
the best you can do is to forgt?t about schooling for that day. Pun-
ishment should be the result of cool! judgment and not of hot emotions.
Both punishment and reward must be administered very rationally,
only then will the horse learn to know what is good and what
is bad in him behavior.

h)Occasionally stop to consider what your horse thinks of

you. (Common Sense & hf¥F)
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